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CEDAR LAKE’S HISTORY 


The history of Cedar Lake began officially in 1834, when a gov 
ernment land survey was made and the lake was named Clear Lake. The 
lake is kidney shaped with its greatest length being about two and one 
eighth miles and its greatest breadth a little more than 3/4 mile. The 805 
acre lake is the result of the melting of the glacier and the collecting of 
this water in the clay-lined depression. Today, its maximum depth is 
about 15 feet, with an average depth of 6 to 8 feet. 

When the land survey was made in 1896# the map indicated there 
were 22 cottages, 2 hotels and 4 ice houses around the lake. By 1900 
the Monon Railroad had entered the area and was transporting thousands 
of visitors from Chicago and other cities in the summer. At this time, 
the virgin aspects of the area were greatly overcome, and the land began 
to develop rapidly, so that by 1948, there were approximately 6,100 year- 
around residents, 300 seasonal dwellings, 1 boat storage and repair shop, 
17 grocery stores, 20 taverns, 2 lumber yards, 2 hardware stores, 3 ga¬ 
rages, 1 machine shop and an airport. In addition there were 2 yeor- 
around hotels, 3 summer hotels, 4 churches, 2 schools, and approxi¬ 
mately 25,000 tourists migrating into this area annually. Real estate 
developers subdivided land into parcels as small as 25’ widths. This 
growth resulted in the creation of many problems for the area. The lake 
became polluted, and there was a decline in the use of the lake for legit¬ 
imate recreational and water purposes. As a result of this decline, the 
Chicago Tribune has estimated a two to three million dollar annual in¬ 
come loss to the area. 

Along about 1948-50, attempts were made to get the people of the 
area to incorporate. None of these attempts were successful. 


In January 1961, a stock company was formed in an effort to pro¬ 
vide sanitary sewers for the Cedar Lake community. A consulting en¬ 
gineer was hired and a preliminary engineering report was prepared for the 
project. Although this project was found to be satisfactory by the 
Indiana Stream Pollution Control Board, it failed to materialize. 


It then became evident that there was a need for financial assist¬ 
ance from the Federal level, if Cedar Lake was ever to construct a sewage 
treatment system. In order to obtain such assistance, it is essential 
to have a legal entity (town or city) in order to apply for such assistance. 

In view of this, Dr. Robert W. King, a local physician who was 
dedicated to the improvement of the lot of the people of his community^ 
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undertook the responsibility of organizing a group of citizens to assist 
him in bringing about the incorporation of the area. All this was done at 
a considerable personal expense to Dr. King. However, incorporation did 
not happen without opposition. There was a concerted effort to oppose 
the incorporation move, and this effort was successful for several years. 
Finally, in 1965, the lower courts declared the Town legally incorporated. 
Although the ruling was under appeal to the Indiana Supreme Court, the 
Town was permitted to elect officials, provide services, and levy a tax 
rate for more than two years. 

It was during this period that the Town Board took immediate 
steps to plan for the sewers and a sewage treatment plant. Federal 
assistance in excess of V /2 million dollars was given to the Town tobegin 
construction of these facilities. A bond committment was acquired at 
about 4% interest rate on June 13, 1967. Ironically, it was also on 
this day that, by a decision of the Indiana Supremr Court, the Town was 
declared to be non-existant, and according to the court it never had ex¬ 
isted. REASON: The court ruled because the law concerning incorpor¬ 
ation had not been fulfilled; in that, unintentionally, some residents and 
property owners did not receive proper notification. 

This was a great blow to the people of Cedar Lake and to the 
planned construction of a sewage system. The hopes of the people to 
restore economic health to the community were shattered. The Town 
Board decided to begin incorporation proceedings all over again rather 
that appeal the Supreme Court decision. Calls came in from many citizens 
who wanted to help. Many hours were spent by these volunteers in the 
preparation of mailing lists, and the addressing of letters to notify every¬ 
one of the hearing to be held regarding the incorporation of the Town. 
The hearing was held, and on October 30, 1967, the Lake County Com¬ 
missioners passed an ordinance creating the Town of Cedar Lake. On 
December 19, 1967, an election was held in the Town to select seven 
trustees and a Clerk—Treasurer. Opposition to this incorporation still 
existed and the legality of the Town was under question for almost two 
years. 


On September 29, 1969, the Indiana Supreme Court upheld the in¬ 
corporation of the Town. Cedar Lake’s incorporation presented a most 
unique situation in legal annals. Its incorporation has proved to be the 
most costly of any Town in Indiana and perhaps the nation. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT: 


The Town government consists of seven trustees and a Clerk 
Treasurer who are elected for a four year term. 

The powers and duties of elected officials are determined by State 
law, and are uniform throughout the State of Indiana, as are the methods 
of executing these powers. 

The POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE TRUSTEES who serve on the 
Town Board are as follows: 

1. To purchase and hold real estate for the use of the town. 

2. To declare what shall constitute a nuisance, and to prevent, abate, 
and remove the same. 

3. To protect public health. 

4. To require the owners of real estate within the town to cut and re¬ 
move weeds. 

5. To restrain fowls and animals from running at large. 

6. To prohibit gambling and other disorderly conduct. 

7. To regulate transient salesmen, street auctions, and the sale of intox¬ 
icating liqours. 

8. To lay out, open, change, pave, and otherwise improve the streets, 
alleys, sewers, sidewalks and crossings of the town, and to keep them 
in good repair. 

9. To regulate the use of streets and alleys by vehicles. 

10. To regulate the running of railroad trains across streets and alleys 
of the town. 

11. To install traffic lights at intersections with State highways. 

12. To install mechanical parking devices. 

13. To regulate the standing and parking of vehicles upon or off any 
streets within the town. 

14. To permit payment of penalty for traffic violations to the Town 
Clerk—Treasurer for the General Fund. 

15. To contract for the lighting of the streets and public grounds of the 
town. 

16. To require any railroad company to maintain a street light at such 
crossing to be lit at night during the passage of every train and for not 
less than 30 minutes prior to. 

17. To insure the public property of the town. 

18. To purchase, layout, regulate, and maintain cemeteries. 

19. To plant trees on public grounds and along the streets of the town. 

20. To lay out, design, order, contract for the construction, alteration, 
and maintenance of all public drains or sewers within the town. 
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21. To provide for fire protection. 

The Town Board is also charged with the authority and the re¬ 
sponsibility to maintain law and order, to provide police protection, 
regulate building and to plan for the growth of the town. They must also 
maintain the streets, sewers, and water service. It is their additional 
responsibility to levy a tax to maintain the civil town. 

All seven of our trustees are elected by the citizens at-large, 
but one resides in each of the Town Board and act as both legislative and 
administrative bodies. They elect their own president engineer, town 
marshal, plan commission members, street commissioner, board of zoning 
appeals, and police commissioners. These persons carry out the directives 
of the Town Board. 

Each member of the Board of Trustees (Town Board) must attend 
any Special Meetings and work sessions. For this, they are paid a salary 
of $1200 each year. 

The T own Board meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 
8:00 o' clock p.m., prevailing time, at the Town Hall. All meetings are 
open to the public and everyone is urged to attend. 

DUTIES OF THE CLERK-TREASURER 

The C lerk—Treasurer works full time and employs personnel to 
assist her. She serves as clerk of the Town Board. She is bonded. She 
receives and cares for all the funds of the Town and pays out same only 
on the order of the Board of Trustees. She shall keep her accounts in 
such a manner as to show when and from what sources all money paid to 
her have been derived and to whom and when the moneys have been paid 
out. She shall on the first of the month file a statement with the Board 
of Trustees showing the receipts and disbursements of the Town treasury 
for the preceding month showing the balance in each of the several funds 
available for the use of the Town. The Clerk-Treasurer’s books, accounts 
and vouchers shall at all times be subject to the examination of the 
Board of Trustees or of any person appointed by them for that purpose. 
She shall have custody of all records, books, papers. She shall issue 
all licenses authorized by law. She shall attend all meetings of the 
Board and record proceedings. She shall perform all other duties required 
of her by law or by ordinance of the Town. In any Town where the Board 
of Trustees consists of an even number from any cause, the Clerk-Treas¬ 
urer shall, ex—officio, be a member to the extent that ONLY in case of a 
tie she shall cast the deciding vote. She administers the oaths of office. 
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She takes depositions, acknowledgements of all instruments required by 
law to be acknowledged. She has custody of the seal of the Town. Her 
salary is set by the Board of Trustees and is currently $5,200, annually 


TOWN BOARD MEMBERS ARE: 


Ward 1 — Barbara H. Fuchs 

- 374-7732 

Ward 2 - Michael Derrane 

- 374-5381 

Ward 3 — Ronald Austgen 

- 374-6069 

Ward 4 - Walter Knapik 

- 374-7965 

Ward 5 - Donald Woodburn 

_ 374-7945 

Ward 6 — Robert Ashcraft 

- 374-7218 

Ward 7 - George Adams 

- 374-5996 

Clerk-Treasurer - 

Geraldine H. Kortokrax 

- 374-7000 


OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS 
TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES: 

Hillard Whitten — Center 663—1611 


Louis Wislocki — Hanover 

374-7411 


TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS: 


Oliver Cooper — Center 

663-0841 

Frank Schafer - Hanover 

374-7171 


TOWN HISTORIAN: 


Mrs. Peter (Beatrice) Horner 

374-7154 
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TOWN STATISTICS: 


Address: Post Office Box 361 

Cedar Lake, Indiana 46303 

Zip Code: 46303 

Population Trends: 

1970 - 7597 

1966 - 7494 (special census) 

1964 - 6848 
1960 - 5766 
1950 - 3907 

Size of the Town: 

Eight square miles or 5098 acres. 

Size of the Lake: 

The size of Cedar Lake is 805 acres. 

Residences: 

There are about 3000 residences in the Town. This includes 
trailers and represents permanent residents. It is estimated that an ad¬ 
ditional 1000 to 1500 persons reside in the Town about six months of each 
year. It might be interesting to note that Cedar Lake'ranks 64th in size 
in the state of Indiana. This is out of a total of 564 Cities and Towns in 
the State. The source of this information is the United States Bureau of 
the Census. 

Location of Town Offices: 

All town offices are housed in the Town Hall which is located at 
13335 Morse Street (Cedar Lake-Lowell Road). This is about one block 
south of Coleman’s Hotel. 

TRANSPORTATION: 

The town is served by two railroads; the Monon (L. & N.) and the 
New York Central. Other freight service is provided by truck lines. 
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NEWSPAPERS: 


The town is served by Chicago, Gary, and Hammond newspaper^ 
radio, and television stations. The town also has twofree advertisers, the 
Cedar Lake Register and the Cedar Lake Journal. These two newsy ad 
vertisers, are distributed weekly by the Post Office. 

INDUSTRY: 

The main industry in our town is the resort-tourist industry. Most 
persons do not think of this business as an industry. However, it must 
be treated as a type of industry, since it produces income for people. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES: 

Telephone service for the town is furnished by the Illinois Bell 
Telephone Company. 

Natural Gas and Electricity for the town is furnished by the Nor¬ 
thern Indiana Public Service Company. 

LIBRARY: 

Cedar Lake has a library which is located near the Lincoln Plaza 
shopping center, and which is under the Lake County Public Library system. 

POST OFFICE: 

The United States Post Office is located on 133rd Street near the 
the Lincoln Plaza Shopping Center. There are five rural routes serving 
Cedar Lake environs. In addition to these, there is a Rural Branch 
Station which is located on the northeast side of the lake in the East Side 
Shopping Center. Ralph Combs is the Postmaster. 

BANKS: 


Presently, there are two branch banks within the town. The 
Cedar Lake Office of the Lowell National Bank, which is located next 
to the United States Post Office on 133rd Avenue is managed by Ernest 
Anderson. The Cedar Lake Office of the Northwest Bank of Indiana is 
located in the Lincoln Plaza Shopping Center and is managed by Roger 
Ziegelmaier. Under construction in the East Side Shopping Center, is 
the branch bank of the First National Bank of Crown Point. 
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LEGAL HOLIDAYS FOR THE TOWN: 


Listed below are the legal holidays which were adopted by an Ordinance 
of the Town Board. On these holidays, the Town Hall and the Clerk- 
Treasurer’s office will be closed. 

These holidays are observed by other towns and cities, as well as by 
county and state governmental offices. 

Police business will be conducted as usual and the Street department will 
observe these holidays, except during emergencies which should require 
their services. 

New Year’s Day 

Lincoln’s Birthday 

Washington’s Birthday 

Good Friday 

Primary Election Day 

Memor ia I Day 

Independence Day 


Labor Day 

Columbus Day 

Veteren’s Day 

Election Day 

Thanksgiving Day 

Christmas Eve—from 12:00 noon 

Christmas Day 


ELECTIONS - VOTING 

Elections for Town off ices are held every four years in the odd 
years, when County, State, and National elections are NOT held. Our 
next election will be held in November, 1975. We will elect seven 
trustees, (one from each of the seven wards who will comprise the Town 
Board. A Clerk—Treasurer will alsobe elected. Because Cedar Lake has 
a population of more than 5,000, their elections are conducted under the 
jurisdiction of the Lake County E lection Board. Persons seeking offices 
in the Town must file their candidacy with the Lake County Clerk. 

Primary elections are held on the first Monday after the first 
Tuesday in May. At this election, each party elects the candidates to 
represent their election is always held on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November. Officials elected in the general election take office 
the following January 1st. 
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In Cedar Lake, we have two major political parties; the Repub¬ 
lican and the Democrat party. Both of these parties are affiliated with 
state and national parties. The cost to the taxpayers of the Town of 
Cedar Lake for a primary and general election is approximately $10,000 

A citizen of the Town may vote in Town elections if they are a 
citizen of the United States, if they are 18 years of age or older, if they 
are a resident of the State of Indiana for 6 months, and a resident of 
either Hanover or Center Township for 60 days, and if they are a resident 
of the precinct in which he lives for at least 30 days prior to the date of 
the election, and if they are registered with the Lake County Board of 
Registration. Ward and Precinct boundaries are the same in the Town of 
Cedar Lake and have the same numbers. Anyone who wishes to register 
to vote may do so by coming to the Town Hall and registering with 
Geraldine H. Kortokrax, who is a deputy registration clerk for the Lake 
County Board of Registration. 

The 1970 General Election survey showed showed 3,236 totaI reg¬ 
istered voters. Of this number only 1,262 voted. This is a 50% vote. 

CEDAR LAKE’S 1970 ELECTION STATISTICS AND PRECINCT MAP: 


Precinct 

Reg istered 

Voted 

Republicans 

Democrats 

1 

549 

252 

126 

120 

2 

438 

213 

75 

119 

3 

556 

305 

28 

160 

4 

569 

281 

121 

141 

5 

363 

202 

86 

99 

6 

437 

210 

107 

97 

7 

324 

182 

86 

79 

TOTAL 

3236 

1648 

629 

815 



TAXES 


Methods of financing local government are determined by Indiana 
State Law and constitutional provisions. These are uniform throughout 
the State. Each unit of government (civil town, township, county, school 
corporation) prepares and adopts a budget and from this budget deter¬ 
mines the tax levy needed to raise the necessary funds to finance that 
budget. This levy is based on the assessed value of property within 
the Town. These levies and budgets are adopted for one year. After 
the local tax hearing they must be approved by the county and state tax 
review boards, (which by the way, provides an opportunity for the citizen 
taxpayer to remonstrate). The total of the town levy, the school corporation 
levy, the township levy, the county levy, becomes the tax rate for the 
Town of Cedar Lake. The current Town levy is $1.36 on each one hun¬ 
dred dollars of assessed valuation. The Town levy is only 15% of total 
property tax. Center Township’s rate for 1971 is $11.48, and Hanover 
Township’s is $11.34. The Lake County average for Cities and Towns 
is $3.50. 
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CEDAR LAKE'S SHARE OF STATE COLLECTED TAXES FOR 1970 


Gas Tax 

Alcoholic Beverage Commission License Fees 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission Gallonage 
Cigarette Tax General Fund 
Cigarette Tax Cum. Capital Improvement Fund 

TOTAL 


$ 73,625. 
6,067. 
11,617. 

9,205. 

30,688. 

$131,202. 


INDEBTEDNESS: The Town government has absolutely no indebtedness 
at the present time. 

ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE TOWN: The current assessed val¬ 
uation of the Town is $7,940,000 with all tax exempt property removed 
(churches, schools, etc.) 

BUDGET CHART FOR THE TOWN OF CEDAR LAKE 


Fund 

1966 

Motor Vehic le 

86,221. 

Highway Fund 
Cumulative Capital 

17,289. 

Improvement Fund 
Playground And 

4,150. 

Recreation Fund 
Cummulative Sewage 

41,495. 

Fund 


1967 

1968 1969 1970 

1971 

123,485. 

176,929. 

186,404. 

20,990. 

121,028. 

44,948. 

7,894. 

— 

— 

7,931. 

— 

— 


Total Budget For Year 233,435. 234,984. 542,648. 309,874. 

PUBLIC DEPOSITORY FOR TOWN FUNDS: 


The town board has named the Northwest Bank of Indiana, as the 
depository to receive all of the funds of the town. This is done for a 
two-year period and the agreement expires in February 1973. All town 
funds are deposited in this bank into a checking account. However, 

11 


EMERGENCY PHONES 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 
374-6022 

CEDAR LAKE POLICE 
374-5416 

STATE POLICE 
374-6811 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
663-0760 

CEDAR LAKE TOWN HALL 
374-7000 


DOCTOR. 

DENTIST 

CHURCH 

SCHOOL. 





Map of CEDAR LAKE 



* CEDAR LAKE BRANCH of 
LOWELL NATIONAL BANK 

P.O. BOX 455 
9717 W. 133rd AVE. 

CEDAR LAKE, 1ND. 46356 

PHONE 374-5541 



























































































































































































































































moneys that are not needed for current operation costs, are invested by the 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

The Clerk-Treasurer has earned $15,863.36 in interest for the 
town, through proper investment of the town’s funds in Federal securities 
and in Certificates of Deposit in our local bank. 

OUR POLICE DEPARTMENT.374-5416 

I would like to introduce our police department to you. They are: 

Edwin C. Moody, Jr., Chief of Police 
James D. Fisher, Traffic Sergeant 
Bill D. Whisler, Patrolman 
Edgar M. Prater, Patrolman 
Louis Gordon Wilson, Patrolman 
John H. Gudmundson, Patrolman 
James W. Hunley, Patrolman 
Dennis P. Palmer, Patrolman 
Wesley N. Jenkins, Patrolman 
Nancy Loftus, Secretary 
Patricia Hilbrich, Communications 
Dorothy Robinson, Communications 
Kris Kortokrax, Communications 
Edith Whisler, Communications 

All police department services are located in the Town Hall. 
Police protection is provided around the clock, seven days a week. Our 
police department was officially organized on July 1, 1971. Prior to that 
time, we had a Town Marshal system, the department was patterned after 
a Metropolitan Police Department. 

The Metropolitan Police system was voted in by the citizens of 
the town at the 1971 primary election and took effect on July 1st this 
year. The three members of the Metropolitan Police Commission are: 

John M. Allen 374-5902 

Robert Eberle 374—7267 

Harry Woodburn 374—6878 

This board meets to conduct police department business on the 
third Thursday of each month. This meeting is always open to the public. 
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The police department is equipped with two unmarked patrol car*, 
and eight marked patrol cars. Each officer is assigned a car, and is res 
ponsible for taking care of the car assigned to him. He is permitted to use 
this car on his off duty travel. He is the only person who is permitted to 
drive the car. Having the car at his disposal, makes him more acces 
sible when emergencies arise. He is in immediate radio contact with 
the station and can be dispatched directly to the scene of an emergency 
This system was made possible, through the town board's purchasing 
1969 used State Police cars for about $1000 each. All of these cars are 
equipped with radios and other emergency equippient. 

The communications personnel operate a very modern radio net¬ 
work for the town. All of the equipment is owned and maintained by the 
the town. Currently, the system has direct contact with the Indiana State 
Police, the Lake County Sheriff, and other nearby police departments. 
They also have direct contact with many other important law enforcement 
centers including Chicago.. The town recently received a Federal grant 
to purchase a more functional radio system for these cars. 

All patrolmen are furnished all equipment and uniforms. They 
have attended several professional training schools. These schools have 
provided training in such areas as basic police work, administration, 
special investigation, records, narcotics, and other dangerous drugs, 
and breathalyzer testing. 

Other services provided by the police department are vacation 
checks on the homes of citizens taking vacations and nightly checks on 
businesses of the town. 

FIRE PROTECTION...374-6022 

Fire Chief A.V. “Smokey” Bixenman 


The Town Board contracts with the Cedar Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department, which is an independent volunteer organization; to furnish 
fire protection for the town. This fire department includes 31 men sel¬ 
ected by the volunteer group. All volunteers must complete the first aid 
course, and must meet for drill and training at regular monthly sessions.. 

The facilities of this department consist of 3 fire engines (class 
A pumpers, 1 tank truck, 1 inhalator rescue car, and other smaller equip¬ 
ment. All of this equipment is owned and maintained by the Cedar Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
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The public and private schools in town are equipped with fire 
alarm systems. A special alarm system is installed in the homes of the 
volunteer firemen. 

The Cedar Lake Fire Department answers about 300 calls per 
year. They also perform fire inspections and perform many courtesy 
services for the community. 

All fire department personnel are bonded and insured under the re¬ 
quirements of the State law. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Cedar Lake Patrol Boat and the Cedar Lake-Lake 
County Under Water Rescue Unit 

These two units are associated with the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Department and work cooperatively with the Cedar Lake Police Depart¬ 
ment. Wayne ‘‘Swede’’ Carlson directs all of the activities of these two 
organizations. He is assisted by Capt. Charles Bray who heads the 
Patrol Boat operation, and Capt. Michael Ray, who heads the rescue op¬ 
erations of the Under Water Rescue Unit. The 25-year-old Patrol Boat 
Organization is the first of its kind organized in the United States. Its 
personnel police the Lake every weekend and on holidays between Mem¬ 
orial Day and Labor Day. Their equipment includes a Chris Craft Patrol 
boat, a Jet Fire boat, and Amphibious Duck, a Weasel (small cat), a Van 
(equipped with recovery equipment), an air compressor, and other mis¬ 
cellaneous equipment. They are currently in the process of building a 
new bay station located on the East shores of Cedar Lake. Personnel 
have been deputized by the Lake County Sheriff and can make arrests for 
violations of boating safety laws. Funds for their support are included 
in the Lake County Civil Defense Budget. 

AMBULANCE SERVICE: 

At the present time, and until December 31, 1971, the following 
Ambulance services provide 24-hour ambulance service for Cedar Lake. 


Eller—Brady Funeral Home 374-5481 

Sheets Funeral Home 696—0921 

Eskridge Funeral Home 696-0731 

Merriam Funeral Home 663—4302 

Geisen Funeral Home 663—2500 
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CIVIL DEFENSE: 


Recently, the town board created a town Civil Defense unit. The 
purpose of this voluntary organization is to aid in community projects and 
services and to cooperate with the Police department in providing for 
protection of life and property in the event of enemy action or natural 
disaster. The town board has named Robert Smith director of the Cedar 
Lake Civil Defense Unit. They also appointed three persons to serve 
on the Civil Defense Board. They are: James Myers, Betty Blum, and 
James O’Brien. 

SEWER PROJECT: 


In the following statements, I will try to answer some of the 
questions that are most often asked of me regarding the sewer project. 

1. WHAT IS THE TOTAL COST OF SEWERS FOR CEDAR LAKE? 
The total cost of the sewer project is $6,414,000. 

2. HOW WILL THE PROJECT BE PAID FOR? 

$1,000,000 Federal Housing & Urban Development Loan 35 yrs. 
to repay 

1,000,000 Federal Grant—Housing & Urban Development—not to 
be repaid 

Federal Health, Educ. & Welfare Grant—not to be repaid 
From sale of Revenue bonds 
From $300 tap on fee 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 


637,000 

3,127,000 

650,000 

6,414,000 


3. WHAT IS A REVENUE BOND? You might compare it with a United 
States Savings bond. It is a bond sold to mature at a certain date and 
will be repaid from revenue collected from the users of our sewer system. 

4. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO HAVE A TAP ON CHARGE AND JUST 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? A tap on charge is the charge each customer 
must pay to hook up to the sewer main. The tap on charge will be only 
$300 for early customers. It became necessary when the Federal gov¬ 
ernment asked for some local financial participation. They simply said 
if you want us to invest money in your community, you must be willing 
to do the same. This $300 will be needed by the end of January in order 
to help us to sell our revenue bonds. This is paid on a voluntary basis, 
but if we do not raise $650,000, we may loose our grants and loan and 
our only chance to construct our sewers. Those who do not pay the $3 00, 
will pay a $500 mandatory tap charge when the sewers are completed. 
You will not have to pay both. 

5. IF THE SEWER PROJECT DOESN’T GO, WILL I GET MY $300 RE¬ 
TURNED TO ME? Yes, just as soon as possible, all money will be 
returned to you. 
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6. WHAT IS THE MONTHLY SEWER RATE GOING TO BE? The ex¬ 
pected maximum sewer has been projected at $12.75 per month for 

a single family residence when the sewer project is completed. The 
rate will be appropriately higher for users having more sewage. 

7. WHAT IS THE $8.00 PER MONTH FOR AND WHEN WILL IT BE 

DUE? A rate of $8.00 per month will be started as soon as construction 
begins. This rate is necessary to pay the interest on the bonds during 
the two year construction period. If this $8.00 were not collected, your 
monthly sewer rate ($12.75) would be considerably higher. Therefore, 
it is to your advantage to pay $8.00 per month tor two years, than To pay 
a higher monthly rate for 24 years. 

8. HOW MANY POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS ARE THERE IN CEDAR 
LAKE? There are 3349 equivalent household users for the sewers at the 
present time. 

9. IS IT MANDATORY TO USE TOWN SEWERS? Yes, Everyone must, 
by law, use the town's sewer system. Without this guarantee, there 
would have been no basis for planning and financing. 

10. WHAT ABOUT PRIVATE SEWER SERVICE LINES? The private 
sewer service lines from your building to the sewer main, located at your 
property line, shall be constructed by the property owner at his cost. 
This may be installed by the property owner himself, or by his own 
contractor. 

11. WHAT WILL THESE LINES COST? It has been estimated these 
lines can be installed for about $3.50 per foot. This cost can be reduced 
considerably if the property owner does his own work. No lines should 
be covered, however, until they have been inspected. THERE WILL BE 
NO SURFACE WATER PERMITTED TO RUN INTO OUR SEWER LINES. 

12. HOW LONG WILL ITTAKE TO CONSTRUCT OUR SEWERS. Two Yrs. 

13. WILL SOME AREAS OF THE TOWN HAVE SEWERS BEFORE 
OTHERS? The project is designed to begin providing service to every¬ 
one at the same time. When the project gets underway, construction crews 
will be working throughout the town. The construction companies will be 
given a two-year time limit. The only delay in service would be if the 
individual property owner does not get his private service line run out to 
the main on time. 

14. WILL MY TAXES GO UP BECAUSE OF THB SEWERS? No. There 

will be no tax money used for the sewer project. 

15. HOW MUCH HAS THE TOWN ALREADY SPENT ON THIS PROJECT? 
$180,000. 

16. WHAT WILL WE OWE IF THIS PROJECT DOES NOT GO? W e will 

owe $200,000 which has already been obligated by contracts signed. 

17. IS CEDAR LAKE GOING IN WITH LOWELL ON A TREATMENT 
PLANT? Lowell is planning to build a large treatment plant which could 
accomodate users of Cedar Lake easily. They have applied for grants to 
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assist them in financing this project. Officials of Cedar Lake have met 
with Lowell officials and with members of the Indiana Stream Pollution 
Control Board to discuss this possibility . Lowell could not qualify for 
their grant without the possibility of treating Cedar Lake sewage. It also 
benefits Cedar Lake citizens, in that we would not have to spend an ad¬ 
ditional $1,500,000 to construct a treatment plant. It would also remove 
the cost of the operation of a treatment plant from our budget. Indiana 
State law outlines the procedure to be followed in setting the rate Cedar 
Lake would have to pay to have its sewage treated. 

18. HAS THE TOWN BOARD PLANNED THIS ENTIRE PROJECT? Ye S/ 

but with the best of professional advise, and with the approval of the fol¬ 
lowing agencies, who have studied plans and are in complete agreement 
with the entire project: Engineers; HUNTINGTON, WADE, AND ASSO¬ 
CIATES, INDIANA ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING COUNCIL, LAKE 
COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, LAKE-PORTER REGIONAL PLAN¬ 
NING COMMISSION, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, INDIANA STREAM POLLUTION CONTROL 
BOARD, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT, AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
EDUCATION AND WELFARE , ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGCY. ' 

I sincerely hope that this information will be of help to each and 
every citizen of our town. It is as nearly factual as possible at the pre¬ 
sent time. All plans and reports are on file in the Clerk—Treasurer’s 
Off ice, and can be seen at any time, by any citizen who wishes to ex¬ 
amine them. I simply ask you not to rely on hearsay. If you have a 
question, please call me. If I do not have the answer, I will attempt to 
get it for you. There will be several public meetings held, strictly for 
the purpose of informing you of any new information. There will also be 
legal hearings held on many subjects concerning this sewer project. 
Please try to attend these meetings, so you can be a part of one of the 
most important projects ever to be undertaken in your community. 

WATER SYSTEM: 

For the most part, each home is serviced by private ly-owned we I Is. 

It has been estimated that under the most favorable conditions, it would be 
five to ten years before the town would be in a position to consider a 
public water system for the citizens of the town. 

Presently, there is one privately owned water utility in the town. 

It is operated by Utilities, Inc., and serves users in and around the 
Utopia subdivision and the Lincoln Plaza shopping center. 
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HEALTH: 


Health inspections of businesses dealing with food as well as, 
all health services for the town provided by the Lake County Health 
Department. Their offices are located in the Lake County Court House 
in Crown Point. There is no provision in the Indiana state law for towns 
to provide these services. 

The following are among the health facilities located in Cedar 

Lake. 

2 Medical Clinics 

2 Dental Clinics 

3 Pharmacies 

5 Practicing physicians 
3 Practicing dentists 

Hospitals: 

All of the following hospitals have emergency treatment: 

St. Margaret-25 Douglas St., Hammond.932-2300 

St. Catherine—4321 Fir St., East Chicago ......937—3080 

Our Lady of Mercy-Lincoln Hghy-Dyer.865-2141 

St. Anthony’s Hospital, which will be a full-service hospital 
will begin construction in the future, just south of Crown Point. 

Other Health Services: 

Lake County Mental Health Clinic 
Lake County Assn, for Retarded Children 
Lake County Tuberculosis Clinic 
Trade Winds Rehabilitation Center 
Lake County Public Health 
Lake County Migrant Council 
Planned Parenthood 
United States Social Security Adminis. 

PLANNING AND ZONING: 

The Town Board has adopted a Zoning Ordinance, No. 28—Z — 1, 
which requires that an Improvement Location Permit be issued for all 
construction within the Town; this also includes portable buildings and 


949-9031 

884-1138 

663-5492 

949-4000 

663-0473 

845-4252 

883-0411 

886-2411 

932-5500 
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fences. The only cost involved is a $1.00 fee for filing the application f<, 
this permit. These applications are available at the Clerk-Treasure 
office. The Zoning Ordinance has been ammended to regulate the constr , 
tion of fences, the use of campers and recreational buildincjs and the keep 
ing of livestock and poultry within the Town. The Plan (Commission meets 
on the first Tuesday of each month.. Members of the Cedar Lake Plan 
Commission are: 

George Adams Thomas Dowling Cecil Hays Richard Holts 
John Toomey Donald Woodburn Charles Hummel 

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals are: 


Dr. Gary Babcoke Robert Hanlon 

Cecil Hays Walter Knapik 

TRAILER PARKS: 

Residence in house trailers is only permitted if the trailer is lo¬ 
cated in one of the two trailer parks in the town. There are a few house 
trailers which are not located in a trailer park, but these were already 
in existence when the Lake County Zoning ordinance took effect in 1958. 

Cedar Lake also has two camping areas which are privately owned 
and which accomodate enroute campers or overnight campers. 

STREET DEPARTMENT...374-7478 

The Street Department is located just East of the New York Cen¬ 
tral Ra.Jroad tracks on 133rd Street. They are equipped with two road 
graders, a tractor-loader, a small tractor used for mowing, items of small 
equipme nt. 

Street Department personnel include: 

Donald H. Pittman, Sr., F ore man 
Donald H. Pittman, Jr., Mechanic-Labor 
Joseph E. Chambers, Equipment Operator 
Lynn A. Carnahan, Equipment Operator 

Stephen F. Woods, Part-time Labor 

The Town Board ordered a “shoot and seal’' of streets which 
were in bad need of repair. However, a i> ore extensive resurfacing of the 
of the streets will be done following Ihe installation of the sanitary 
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sewers. The Street Department is responsible for 65 miles of roads and 
streets within the Town. 


STREET LIGHTS 

At the present time the Town is paying for 141 street lights. 
The annual cost of these lights is $6,855,36. Presently, only main ar¬ 
terial roads and streets are lit by the Town. In the future, as more money 
is available, the Town Board plans to begin installing street lights in 
the subdivisions and on off-streets. The figure in the 1972 budget for 
street lighting is $10,000. 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

The Town recently purchased approximately 20 acres near the 
E|| er _Brady Funeral Home on North Lake Shore Drive, for future develop¬ 
ment as a park. Part of this land is being considered as a future site 
for the construction of municipal buildings (town hall, police depart¬ 
ment, etc.) There is a County park situated on 133rd Street, east of the 
Coleman Hotel, just outside the Town limits. Also, some subdivisions 
have their private parks, beaches, and piers. The State of Indiana, De¬ 
partment of Natural Resources owns property on North Lake Shore Drive, 
just behind Dave's Drug Store. 

There are two 18 hole golf courses which are privately owned.. 
One is the South Shore Golf Course, and the other is the Cedar Lake 
Golf Course located in the northwest section of Town. 

BICYCLES: 

At the present time, no license is required for bicycle riders.. 
However, the Cedar Lake Jaycees and the Police Department are working 
together to provide distribution of registration and identification tags. 

All bicycle riders must, by State law, abide by the same laws as 
the operation of motor vehicles, when riding bicycles on public roads and 
streets. 

All persons riding a mini-bike, motor scooter, motor bike, or 
motor cycle, must have an Indiana operator’s license to operate these 
vehicles on public roads and streets. 

All persons operating these motorized vehicles must also have a 
registration plate and other safety equipment required by State law. 
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FIREARMS: 


There is a state law which prohibits the firing of firearms within 
the limits of any town. However, there are a few good hunting areas in 
side the town where some hunting is done. The town board has not yet 
set a policy concerning firearms. 

TOWN ORDINANCES: 

GARBAGE: Garbage is picked up by trucks which are privately owned. 
A town ordinance prohibits the open burning of garbage. The ordinance 
does permit the burning of paper, cardboard, wood, and leaves. The gar¬ 
bage ordinance limits the size of the containers to be used for garbage 
and states that they must be kept at least 20 feet from the road, except 
on pickup days, or in suitable enclosures. 

DOGS: Dogs are not permitted to run at large under the provisions of the 
dog ordinance. It is mandatory to license all dogs harbored within the 
town. The cost of the tag and license is $2.00 for each dog. Before a 
license and tag can be issued by the Clerk—Treasurer, the owner must 
present a proof of rabies vaccination. Under Indiana law, the animal must 
be vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian, with an approved strain of anti¬ 
rabies vaccine. The deadline for licensing dogs is March 31st of each 
year. The to^vn dog license does not take the place of the Township dog 
tag which is issued bythe Township Assessors, but is required inaddition 
to the Township tag. 

CATS: There are no restrictions on cats in the town. 

ANIMAL—FOWL ORDINANCE: There is an ordinance which prohibits cer¬ 
tain animals and fowls running at large inside the town. 

JUNK CARS: There is an ordinance which prohibits the abandoning or 
harboring of junk vehicles on both private and public property. Anyone 
who has a junk car which they wish to dispose of, may phone the police 
department at 374—5416 t o get the names of persons who will remove 
their junk car from their property. 

The town board has also adopted ordinances concerning Lit¬ 
tering, Disorderly Conduct, Carnivals, Circus’s, Public Assembly, Par¬ 
ades, Demonstrations, Landfill, and a Traffic Code. At any time a citi¬ 
zen wishes, he may read these ordinances by calling at the office of the 
C lerk-T reasurer. 
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SCHOOLS 




Public: 

HANOVER TOWNSHIP 


HANOVER SCHOOL CORPORATION: 374-5546 

Supt. George R. Ketcham 
Principals: 

JANE BALL — John McGinnis 374-5472 

Leonard Ahlgrim, Asst. 

HANOVER JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Richard Davis 374—7371 

James Shrader, Asst. Jr. High 

CENTER TOWNSHIP 

CROWN POINT COMMUNITYSCHOOL CORPORATION: 663-3371 

Princ ipa Is: 

DOUGLAS MACARTHUR SCHOOL 

Roy Schunk 374—7866 


High School Students from Center Township 
attend at Crown Point High School. 

Parochial Schools: 


Holy Name School 374-5042 

Salesian High School 374-5575 

UNIVERSITIES: 

Indiana University Northwest 887-0111 

Purdue University—Calumet Campus T14—0520 

St. Joseph’s Col lege—Ca lumet Campus EX7—9197 

CHURCHES: 

Holy Name — Roman Catholic.374—7160 

Order of Franciscan Fathers.374—5741 

Salesian Society.374—5575 

First Southern Bapist Church of C.L.374-6848 

First Baptist Church of Cedar Lake.374—6430 
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Hope Lutheran Church. 374-7913 

Community Bible Church. 374-9691 

The Gospel Lighthouse. 

Assembly of God-PentecostaI Church. 374-5177 

United Pentecostal Church. 

Cedar Lake Mehtodist Church.374-7312 

International Church of Foursquare Gospel. 374-7282 

SERVICEMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

American Legion Post 261 374—9815 

Comdr.: Norbert Henrichs 

Veterens of Foreign Wars Post 5599 374-9857 

Comdr.: Louis Taylor 

Am Vets Post 15 374-9864 


Comdr.: John Far ice 11 i 


OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce 
Cedar Lake Improvement Association 
Cedar Lake Lions Club 
Eagles — Fraternal Order 
Cedar Lake Jaycees 
Cedar Lake Junior Womens Club 
Knights of Columbus — Marian Council 3840 
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Cedar Lake is one of our newest 
towns, and its dedicated citizens are work- 
hard to make it a finer place to work and to 
live. Our bank is a community-minded bank, 
and we are pledged to lead the way in the 
development of the Cedar Lake community. 
One of the first services which we will pro¬ 
vide for you is the publication of this book¬ 
let. We sincerely hope you will find the 
information contained in it useful, and that 
you will tell your friends to come in for 
their copy. 

We have been serving the banking 
needs of many Cedar Lake citizens for many 
years at our Lowell National Bank, and we 
are indeed pleased to be able to bring our 
full service bank, with complete banking 
services to this fine community. 




Vice-President 




CEDAR LAKE BRANCH 
LOWELL NATIONAL BANK 

BANKING HOURS 



LOBBY 

DRIVE UP 

MONDAY 

9:00-4:00 

8:30-5:00 

TUESDAY 

9:00-4:00 

8:30-5:00 

WEDNESDAY 

9:00-4:00 

8:30-5:00 

THURSDAY 

9:00-4:00 

8:30-5:00 

FRIDAY 

9:00-7:00 

8:30-7:00 

SATURDAY 

9:00-12:00 

8:30-12:00 





























